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COLONEL ROOSEVELT demanded efficiency from others, and ac-

curacy he considered a synonym for efficiency. "I have worked
under some of the greatest editors in the country," said a news-

paper man who was one of his aids, "but never have I seen a man

so insistent on absolute accuracy."- This devotion to "accuracy" involved
him in several epistolary debates, especially with lovers of nature, who
might in their letters make a mistake in the classification of a bird, or a

reptile, or «ven might question the correctness of his classification of some
beast or fowl. His percentage of errors was far lower than those who took
issue with him.

I remember only once that he "checked up" his memory and on that
occasion it was to verify the exact wording of something in connection
with The Hague Treaty. His memory of the sentence was exactly right.
His mail was not classified, but each letter was answered as it came along
in his piie, and ranged from early Bible day topics.to be more exact, from
t'reation.io the present day, politics of all ages, history in all its branches,
poetry, ref >rms of every variety, athletics in all its branches, especially
boxing and wrestling. The list, indeed, ran from Agriculture through the
alphabet to Zoology, save and except any appreciable amount on finances,
on which point Colonel Roosevelt professed himself a novice.

I recall very vividly an incident..,
which made me wish most heartily
that he had never taken more than
a passing interest in snakes. One
day, upon my arrival at Sagamore
Hill, Colonel Roosevelt was busy
with a caller in the renowned North
Room. I went immediately to the
library, put my things in readiness
f . .-tant attention the moment

i Roosevelt should arrive. In
quickly laying out my work I did not
notice a large glass jar on the desk
alone ride of hevsesho«
penholder stand, presented by Bob
Fitzsimmons, and just behind the

mt hoof inkwell), ¡taining
a snake in alcohol, until I started
around the desk to lower the shade
it the v.est window. I'll warrant
10 one ever moved as fast in that
listarle mansion as I did when I
aw the snake. I regained my equi-
-.brium in a moment or two, and
lorjtly afterward, when Colonel

Soosevelt arrived, the first letter he
dictated was to the sender of the
snake, identifying its species and
telling I im it was a n« n-pois n us

variety.
Economy

KEfficien y," said Colonel Roose-
¡me." He abhorred

:- f mind or body. In
meeting men, and he met scores

I: \ is office or the Harvard
home .or elsewhere,

he knew just what he had to say to
and went right to the point,

without delay or even preface. So,
t the other hand, he expected each
..an to be ready to say to him just
vn-'t the man had in mind. One

wa ifficit rtt to
a this lesson, and none

eglected it ; without
which Colonel Roosevelt could not

he did.
On their i meeting v. ith ti e

intment, frequently
-nary felt hopeli ss as

rhçy sí w thi r ch awaited
'iim; ;. fir t call, tl ey
evei.I having en how

*' large numbers
of pee; !'- ably no man in the
'.rorld - circle of friends

than Colonel
Ko .-< never seemed to

rg< r a name; leed,
out of a hundred

he asked his visitor Borne pei onal
regard to his family or

hi*- business, or remarked about
mi/tual interest of

}*an back, Precedí ne« lorn was

shown -.-..¦ -- ; callers, the
* g tl em in the or«ier

-.- - ed to meet the m.
one man he

e oat one or two and in
torn beckon to them.

if you don't mind," he v/ould
»kjsper, "1 would like to ask yon
to wait, as 1 have something to say
to yrj.j "

..... not for aí, ¡ngfcan«¿ was
ftew the slightest apparent inter-
'ttption or br«-ak in the conversation
"¡which he was engaged.
Ob a few occasions he haa been

*no-wn to turn over certain visitors
to a tro t< -I aid who happ< ned tc
' >.'..e i irancc thatit,f- aid co ild haï uj
.f wefl un himself, and so save hit
"'muir?, time, but such cases wen
CXtr-tmely unusual, ¦¦ ton
*a** to talk to each caller ii pt rson
'" hi», óea - diately and.Hheot pretext, he would comí U
w point of the matter in hand 1!«
Wd .- .' ri,...;. ,>
'"'. plea
<*t Waste of urn«-, and he ha.
* ¿tagree&bl« tasl he did nol pul*«ti, but dispoted of it i -.-

Or.f: of hi« biographers writes ai»Silo»*«: "J r<-Tnt>rri}*'T one« hearlnj

Mr. Roosevelt as Civil Service Com-
missioner discredit a certain Cab-1
ir.et 'Minister's- truthfulness to his
face. Another person who was
present.a mild-mannered nuyi with
an ingenuous soul.seemed deeply
pained by the scene while it lasted,
and afterward said to me, Tt was

very discourteous treatment for
Commissioner Roosevelt to visit
upon an officer of so much higher
rank. Why, he actually accused him
of lying.' And the**,, after a mo¬
ment's pause, but with no indication
of seeing* anything funny in the re¬
mark, he added, 'and what is worse,
my dear sir, he went on and provedj
it.'''

Concentration, also, he considered
a large part of efficiency, and he
early trained his mind to concentrate
on the subject before him at the
moment. In his travels he read al¬
most continuously and closed his
mind to everything in the world but
the book in his hand. Yet it ap-
peared that nothing escaped his sub-
conscious notice. Absorbed in a

book, he still netted the beauties of
the scenery and could describe it
later with the same thoroughness as
the subject of which he had read;
which may indicate to some minds
that concentration is no mean part
of mental versatility.

His foresight, too, was uncanny.
"He can see around corners which
the rest of us won't reach in our
travels for five years," said one 1. an
who had studied Colonel Roosevelt.
.And yet he was patient with the
men who were five years behind
« ¡. Nor was this foresight con¬
fined to politics, but embraced eco-

questions and conditions, as

well as international affairs. So,
f« reseeing things to which most men

were blind, he was able to prepare
far in advance for emergencies or

contingencies and t'< settle pro-
I, important questions with a

promptness which led many to be¬
lieve him to be impulsive, or prone
to act on the spur of the moment.

As a matter of fact, impulsive¬
ness in Colonel Roosevelt was con¬

fined chiefly to his generosity: his
great heart leaped immediately to
the irlief of the unfortunate, while
his mind in other line- gave deep
consideration to a subject before he
spoke or acted. Nor was he the in¬
tense radical that many persons be¬
lieved him; rather was he conserva¬
tive by nature and by habit of
thought. But he was so far in ad¬
vance of many minds, even great
minds «if his day, the.* he reached
points in the world's progress long
before they did, and sometimes had
to wait for them to catch up, thus
engendering the belief that he was

radical, when in reality he waa, only
farsighted and ahead «,f the times.

Truly Democratic
A more democratic man than

Theodore Roosevelt never lived. He
"held these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are create«! equal, and
that they are endowed by their
Creator witl certain inalienabl«
,. ghts," and these rights, individual
and collective, he respected and in¬
sisted that others, also respect. One
of his real pleasures was to attend
a communication of bis Masonic
I« dge and to sit In a general scat
while hi gardener or some othei
man of modeat estate presided as

,..- «,..- id circle of real friend
,., tinguii hi i rom acquaintance

embraced ail rt i and c< rtdit i".'i ol
men, from kings .m«l princes to cow

boy. or, cowboy«' to kings, and
princes, as you will. To bun. re

Colonel Roosevelt and one of his grandchildren

ligion was religion, and he knew no',
doctrinal or denominational distinc¬
tions among men.

When he was President he ap¬
pointed a colore«! man as Collector
of the Port, of Charleston, and en¬

tertained Booker Washington at
luncheon, both actions bringing
down on him a storm of critical de¬
nunciation from omc elements.to
which he was impervious. Visitors
at Sagamore H :' and- at the Colo-
i el's office ranged from men of high¬
est nd great« fc .-tats": - in life, in
this country and abroad, to those
lar less ¿fortunate; i have seen a

prize lighter and tin emissary of a

foreign power, for instance, call
within a few minutes ¦' each other.
He was a prize lighter with the
pugilist and a diplomat with the
foreign visitor.

Appealed to a- he -va i.- ¡lie peo¬
ples of practically ail uatioi for
bebí and advice m heir pr. blems
during the world war, and suffering
as he did because of his inability in
most instances to exti id tin assist¬
ance which he, and apparently he
ai""/-, could rendt r, his interest
never flagged in an\ of the branches
of life.

Ktiowledge of Birds
lie took deep interest in the feath¬

ered inhabitants of Long Island.
even to providing a luncheon table
on the Roosevelt estate fer the
birds, so that they should not suffer
u en food was n it plenl ¡ful for
th< m. Put. after all, his kn «wie Ige
of Long island birds while natural,
seemed insignificant compared with
his knowledge of birds of other ages
and climes. Some of the readers
may have se-en published the letter
he wrote to .Mr. Beebe, of the New
York Zoo, just one week before his
death. I quote it herewith for those
\\ ho did not see it:

"Dear Bcolie: ] have read your
really wonderful volume and I am

writing Colonel Küster about it. I
cannot speak too highly of the
work. New, a question: On puge
XXIII, final paragraph, there is an

obviously incorrect sentence, about
which I formerly spoke to you.
Ought you not call attention to ¡t

and correct it m the second volume?
In ¡t you say, by infer« See, that the
grouse of the Obi World ami the
grouse- uf the New World are m

eparatc families, although ! believe
.J! i hree of thi gent -a and one <.f
he species arc ahnt ¡cal. More
over, you say that the family of

pheasants include not only ihc
pheasants, but the partridges and
qoail of thi- New World, further

more red-legged partridges and j
francolins, which, of course, you
nave already included in the term jof partridge and quail of the Old |
World. Obviously some one has
made a mistake' and I cannot even
form a guess of what was original¬
ly intended. Do you mind telling
me and I can say in my review that
this slip of the printer will be cor-
rected in some subsequent edition.
Faithfully yours, T. R."

His Wonderful Patience
1 never knew Colonel Roosevelt

to be irritable or peevish. He fre¬
quently said, laughingly, "1 have a

very bad temper, but I keep it under
excellent control!" His patience
was tried to the limit, but it was

wonderful. For instance, foolish
people,, who could perfectly well
have found c.ut by other means
without 'troubling him, would write
and say a political foe had almost
convinced the writer that the Rough
Riders had been saved at San Juan
by a negro regiment. The follow-
ing extract from a letter in reply
to such inquiry is self-explanatory:

"If you will turn to my Auto¬
biography you will read the letters
of my commanding officers, and of
the regular army officers who served
with me or under me, recommend-
in;, io for a. medal of honor for
gallantry and efficiency in leading
my men in the San Juan battle. 1
commanded my regiment through¬
out the lighting in which one-third
of it officers and one-fifth of its
enlisted men were killed or wound¬
ed. Put toward the end of the «iay
commanded all of cavalry divi¬

sion at the extreme lighting front,
including regulars and volunteers-.
wnite troops ami colored troops. All
you have to do, or that any one has
to do, is at the nearest public
library to pet my Autobiography
ami look at the copie'S of the official
letters I give and the «¡uotationri
from the- official files at Washing¬
ton. There is no chance of any man

being mistaken when he makes any
assertion such as those your corre¬
spondent makes. He is not mis-
taken at allv, líe is deliberately and
wilfully falsifying the facts to suit
his own purposes."

A Letter
Other foolish people trie«! to

qui îti« n his article in "The < >ut-
look" at i^e beginning of th" war.
It a;.s coy I-« understand Colonel
Roosevelt's position, if one took the
trouble to follow his utterance'. For
those who may not know 1 am <*uot-

I ing the following extract, from a

letter, sent in reply to such inquiry:
"For the first sixty days after the

war was declared I loyalty and in
good faith endeavored to support
President Wilson, accepting his as¬

surances that it was our duly to be
absolutely neutral, and accepting
the statements (issued in justifica¬
tion of his conduct from Washing¬
ton) that there were circumstances
known to the President which ren¬

dered him able to say that there
had been no wrong committed in
Belgium by Germany, of a kind that
warranted even protest from us,
and that substantially the different
warring nations did not show such
variation of conduct as warranted
from us any attitude save one of
neutrality and good will toward all.

"I tool: this attitude partly be¬
cause at the outset of such a strug¬
gle it is always well to support the
President a.s long as possible, tine

partly because of the repeated and
explicit official and semi-official
statements from Washington as to
the President's peculiar knowledge
of the situation and of the justifica¬
tion for his attitude afforded by this
knowledge.

"In thus supporting the President
I was actuated by proper purposes.
But slowly and reluctantly I was

driven to the conclusion that he was

not entitled to thi- support, and
that 1 was in error in basing given-
it. Finally, about October I. I saw

members of the Belgium Mission to
the United States. I got full and
first-hand information from them. !
corroborated it by inquiries from
other source'. I examined The
Hague conventions for myself, and
I came to the conclusion that I bad
been in error in supporting the Presi¬
dent; that J had been misled by him
and it was my duty to oppose him.

"I then took the position which 1'
still bold. At first, practically no

man of national reputation took this
position excepting myself. I was

very violently assailed for taking it
and for not standing by the Presi¬
dent. Gradually, more and more

people took my view- and on most
of the important points the Presi¬
dent later reversed himself and took
the position I bad taken, although
in each case from' six month* to
three years later.
"Then when events had shown

that I was right, foolish or dishon¬
est persons assailcel me because for
the first sixty days of the war I
b.ad followed the President, ! admit
it was an error and I will add that
the only errors 1 committed as re¬

gards the war and so far as tbePres-
ident is concerned were on the oc¬
casions when T -»npnorted him. T

i never erred on the far more numer-
ous occasions when I opposed him;
but T always endeavored to give him
the benefit of the dtJUbt and I some¬
times erred in doing so."

Love of Children
During the las: year some of his

grandchildren were always at Saga-
more Hill. Even in his busiest mo-
ments he seemed to sense th« arrival
of the children, as they were brought
in at sunelowo. He would rush jut
into the ball, dictating on the way.
snatch the baby from the nurse and
almost devour- her. The little pink
bundle was always brought into the
library for admiration. On one oc¬
casion it occurred to small Richard
that the baby was getting more than
her share of attention, and much to
the Colonel's amusement he very
soberly announced."Grandfather.
you'll spoil the- baby." Frequently
she would resent the shortness of
her visit and howled lustily, making
ii perfecti> evident that tnere were
other uninterrupted occasions of
long play periods in the library. On
the morning of Colonel Roosevelt's
death, in making space for the del-
Ugt of te.egraiiis, etc., I opened the
middle side drawer of his desk ario
there was Cocky-locky.the little
stoneh-tioster.fast asleep in his sea-
shell, where the baby and her illus-
trrous grandfather had tucked him
away.

He vas invariably kind, as 1 h.j.-_
said, but none of his callers was al¬
lowed to take up an undue amount
of his time. In the gentle and tine
art of dismissing visitors without
hurting their feelings.jndeed, ever
making them fee! that he. was reluc¬
tant in allowing them to depart.
Co.or.ei Rooseve i was a past master
Occasionally a garrulous caller haï

en gently and unsuspectingly led tt
the door and quietly and impercepti¬
bly ushered into the outer darknes,0
under a confirmed impression that he
-,-a" tsaring himself away, despitt
the efforts of the Colonel to detail
hin On one o-»canion, for instance
the Colonel had two such callers
v. ho had monopolized far too muc'r
of his time, and quietly he led then
to the exit and they departed. It
an instant, however, ene returnee
and laughingly whispered to me
"The Colonel was mighty clever anc
diplomatic -the way he got rid ol
that feil'iw".and to this «lay lira;
man probabl' ha ; ot realised thai
he too had been dismissed.

Twenty*hour Day'.
But few of < o'onel Roosevelt's vis

¡tore, however, were social callers
especially in proportion to the enor
mous number whom he saw almos'
daily at his office. «>r \ <'< Harvard

An Aristocratic Democrat
Who Drew No Line of

Color or Creed
Club, or t»t Sagamore Hill. Not that
Colonel Roosevelt did not love seicia!
life and friendships, as distinguished
from so-called "society" life, but his
public life was so tremendous that
it claimed virtually all his time and

| attention and left little for social
j recreation, and none whatever in
his business hours.which I air.

tempted to say were about twenty
out of each twenty-four.

Nearly all who saw him had
some message, information or sug-
gestion which they felt would be of
interest to Colonel Roosevelt, or of
value to the nation and as such for
his ear first, as the man who best
could put it into effect. Many of

' his visitors, probably most of them,
were disinterested personally and
had no axe to grind and it was fre-
quent manifestations of such
personal disinterestedness which
strengthened Colonel Roosevelt's
faith in mankind and made his heart
and mind so receptive that some-
times he was imposed on by hypo¬
crites.
He knew no invidious distinction

or race, religion or color, or previ-
ous condition of servitude; if a man

was a real man he enjoyed Theo-
dore RoosevelCs respect.indeed, in
the fulness of his heart and the
unsuspiciousness of his nature
Colonel Roosevelt extended this tc
some who were not entitled to it,
Yet never for a moment could a

man become unduly familiar with
him; a gentle dignity protected hint
at all times, and paradoxically he
'really was a democratic aristocrat
or an aristocratic democrat again
use your own sequence.

Never Forgot
Courtesy and hospitality wer«

among Colonel Roosevelt's cardina
virtues and never did he forge
either for an instant. A pleasan
word and smile went to each mai
and woman in his office as he en

tered and he addressed each b;
name, in friendly recognition of hi
or her individuality.
On my entering his study a

Oyster Bay he plunged at once int«
business and worked unceasingly
for hours at a stretch, until the las
detail was * finished, then, usually
with only a few moments to spare
he was the cordial, hospitable hosi
until the automobile whirled mc

away to the depot. Nor was thií
courtesy to all men and womei
marred by the least taint of insin
cerity or affectation; it was innate
and instinctive, rather than «old;;.
cultivated, and won every one- witl
whom he came in contact. Ko;
women and children he had almos
a passionate love, as such. a pater
na1, protective love, and the womei
of this land lost their chevalier san

peur et sans reproche when Theo
dore Roosevelt passed away.a tru.
knight of modern Cams.

T know that Colonel Rocsevel
held to the old-fashioned chivalr
that put the ideal of home Iff« firs!
as the following extract fr< :..

Christmas letter t«. Mrs. Melon«
will prove: "Tha' < very «'-"-cent youni
mati should havj a family.
That every youngster may have
good and wise mother and ever;
good -«vornan a child for her arms.'
He als.» was firmly of the--belie:
that the time had arrived for th<
extension of suffrage t«> women, lb
was the first national leader to a

vocate woman suffrage, and
Progressive National party,
which he was lead« r, was tl
to incorporate the suffra'
its national platform, an he w r

for it on every occasion to th e

Mrs. Roosevelt
While I do not know Mrs. Roos

vek's views in the matter. I havt
always felt, that undoubtedly he
great strength of character, he
unusual common sense and « file .-:

administration in the home, res wel
as her wonderful help in Colone
Roosevelt's work, had much to d<
with his judgment that women wer

ready for the vote

1 cften wondered f anothe
woman existed a woman with
small proportion of the interests
Mr«. Roosevelt .who would tak
upon herself the task, day in an

day out, week in and week out
month in and month out. without
break, of opening and sorting he
husband's huge mail. I do no

know cf a task more tiresome <<

boring: that work took hour- poi
hcurs of time that otherwise sb
could have spent very pleasantly.

But Mrs. Roosevelt exhibited tl
same spirit of efficiency that was s

marked in her husband. Natural!;
that work would have fallen upen
my shoulders, as, of course, it wa
a physical impossihilitv for Colon«

áRoosevelt to attempt covering that
portion of his .work. Mrs. Roose¬
velt put in one pile all of the mail
she thought her husband ought to
sec and in another pile the mail to
which 1 could perfectly well attend.
That was a heavy and tiresome task
and Mrs. Roosevelt's efficient and
self-effacing methods in her many
avenues of assistance to her hus¬
band proved to my satisfaction that
the worthier the aid the more those
principles are practised. I had the
uncommon opportunity of "observ¬
ing and profiting by the successfully
efficient, helpful ami self-effacing
worker in the really great wife of
a great man.

And I wish tei repeat here an in¬
stance of great interest to women,
an instance that should be of equal
interest to men. An intimate friend
of the Colonel's told me on the
evening of the day he was laid at
rest that four gentlemen, all close
to him in one way or another, at
one time or another, returned to
New York together from the fu¬
neral. Naturally, the whole theme
of conversation was Colonel Roose¬
velt in life and what his death
meant.

During the talk one of the gen¬
tlemen remarked that Colonel
Roosevelt had told him not long be¬
fore that certain politicians had
conn- to him to induce him to re-

place my services. They could find
ro objections to me, except that I
was a woman. 1 am told that Colo¬
nel Roosevelt on that occasion
said, "Miss Strieker is the first
woman secretary I have ever had
I have never had better service
than she has rendered. She shal
continue as my secretary!"
Those That Labor
One very human instance of Colo

nel Roosevelt's foresight was showi
in his intense interest in th«
welfare of working women an«

children, for whose relief he alway
was striving. Now, years after h
first showed that interest, a résolu
tion has been introduced into Con
gross by Representative John Jacol
Rogers, cf Massachusetts, for ai
amendment to the United State:
Constitution, empowering Congres;
to legislate on working hours anc
conditions for women and children
Such legislation in the past ha*
'"'« n prom unced unconstitutional
now steps have been taken to mak<
Colonel Roosevelt's early work cf-

.-. and Prei ¡dent Wilson in a

tal'-, with .V:-. Rogers has approver
tins plan.
To ' olonel It osevelt, as to ai

men. ;t was far more pleasant tosa;.
') es" tl an "No," yel whei occasioi

no one could -ay "No" m«>r<

nor more conclusively, an«
i e :aid if in ab «ut one-half a sylla
bl< Mon .. er, v hen he -aid "No'
,:¦ eant it. h orne way, however

¦»¦' i:- ga I not arry an*

ting a tai expressed it t«
ne. ".. ; >, "eme i to be .-peaking
rather heart." One did not
r- i¦¦¦.::¦* * le negative of the in¬
tellectual organ as he would from

gan of feeling. If ever there
.>.>. one, which I doubt, who
rhi Colonel Roosevelt a distant

relative of the famed mollycoddle
family, his opinion would have
changed the moment he heard the

»lonel answer "No."

.' earlessness
Of Ro<iseve!t'°, fearless-

bot phj sica! an«! moral. 1
.¦.:¦ ai 'i shall not speak

so e\ iden! and s<

s as ai a tua] compo
nent part o eodore Roosevelt.a:

and :

...tha
dw< it ***. ould be superfluous

h ,- -a;-¡ that he was timid in h¡
youth; I cai only -ay that he mus
ha\ e changed tremen« ously a-: h

ai hood. The favorite p«1
tei rortzation neve

He wa ready at a mo

ght any man or collectioi
,.- evci Col gress, when h
ought it was in the wrong; he d«t

the all-powerful República-
party. be feared only Cod. I hav
heard I i3¡ a couple of foolish indi
¡dual a erte that they "con

trolled" T. R. Of course, any on

who rnaia-- uch an assertion is onl
tryi ;"> « reate capital f.>r himself
ai d * i too lud crous even to t'f.in

t. 'I Tterc was no bigotry in h*s .**<

operati< >.. accepted <>r given, bat n
\ .'. controlled Theodore Room

veil rheo Rooseveit, himser
always was the dominating mastc
mind.

".,;; "triitute" to Colon«
Roosevelt; it is the observation c
him at closest range, in ttmes of jc
and sorrow, under every conceivab
condition. To know him was to lo*>
him and to believe in him.I kne
him well.


